ИРА 


YOJIMBO 


— FATHERS AND SONS — 


by 
National Cartoonists Society 
Award Winner 
STAN SAKAI 


U 
introduction by 
Матт WAGNER 


AA 
DIANA SCHUTZ 


CARY GRAZZINI 


Mike RICHARDSON 


Usaci Younmo™ Book 19: FATHERS AND SONS 

Text and illustrations © 2003, 2004, 2005 Stan Sakai. All rights re 

All other material, unless otherwise specified, © 2005 Dark Horse Con 

hts reserved. Usagi Yojimbo, the Usagi Yojimbo logo, and all сі 
herein are trademarks of Stan Sakai. No portion of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted, 
in any form or by any means, without the express written permission of Stan Sakai and Dark Horse 
eters. places, and incidents fe 

jagination or are used fictitiously. 

nstitutions, or locales, without 


ently featured 


Comics, Inc.. except for purposes of review. N; 
in this publication either are the product of the author's 

Any resemblance to actual persons (living or dead), events, 
tent, is coincidental. Dark Horse Books, Dark Horse Comics, and the Dark 
istered trademarks of Dark Horse Comics, Inc. 


Horse logo are reg 


This volume collects issues 69:75 
book series Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three. 


of the Dark Horse cos 


Visit the Us 
usagiyoji 


gi Yojimbo Dojo website 
nbo.com 


Published by Dark Horse Books 
А division of Dark Horse Comics, Inc. 
10956 SE Main Street. 
Milwaukie, Oregon 97: 


DarkHorse.com 


irst edition: July 2005 
ISBN 978-159307319-0 


57910864 
Printed by 1010 Printing Intemational ГЭР Guansdonz Province! Ch 


21226. 


<o LV ЕР СЭ) 


—— FATHERS AND SONS —— 


Created, Written, and Illustrated by 
STAN SAKAI 


Introduction by 


Marr WAGNER 


Usaci Үолмво 


Introduction 


Fathers and sons. 
Thaveone and ал one, 


Actually, that statement works no matter which 
side ofthe equation] place туха 


а lot of fourteen-yearold boys, my son 
shares the usual litany of common teenaged 
intereste with many of his friends: hot new 

кіс, the ever-ubiquitousvideo games, any and 
all things Japanese, and — of course, thank god 


— comic books. Now, sime n 


and since his dad is who He is, Brennan and his 
pals have access o a veritable treasure trove of 
the latter on a regular and rotating basis, They 
tear through whatever I give them with a rabid 
hunger, consuming pages and pages of material 
that — when 1 was kid — had to be unearthed 


with the most painstaking persistence and 
patience. Still, Га overjoyed to be able to share 
ту love of our unique medium with them, and 
1 get a mal kick out of seeing how their tastes 
develop and evolve 


And so it was that, about a year or so ago, 
ай discovered the rich and sprawling world of 
(хар Yojimbo 


With a locustlikeappetite, they consumed every 
available volume that fed them —even digging 
up some, on their own, that I didn't have. It was 
fun to see how deeply involved they soon became 
in this distinctive, epic talethat pairs the disarm- 
ingstylesocommonly known as “funny animals" 
with a narrative depth that belies that descrip- 
tion at almost every turn. I could oñen hear the 
ot only the individual character 
gis wandering ronin and Jeis soul- 
gathering demon, but also the artists clever use 
Of symbolic word balloons, evocative dialogue, 
ЖОСА МСА ка 


One day. after | had finished work in my 
‘own homestudio, 1 came upstairs and heard 
the familiar chatter of Bren's usual posse of pals 
all gathered in his bedroom. On my way to a 
much-needed shower, 1 stuck my head in Ше 
room and offered my usual hellos. This time, 
though, as turned to go, one of my son's oldest 
fiends, Morgan, summoned me back. “Hey 
Matt, хай, wait. 


1 paused, "Yeah?" 
“Um. Не seemed a bit embarrassed, as if he 


were about to askan enormous favor of me, 


“Do you.” (Here, is eyes went wide, actually 
twinkling with the most unfettered display of 
starstruck awe I think I've ever seen.) Do you. 
know Stan Закай” 


1 chuckled to myself. These guys had ай been in 
and out of my studio for years. The) 

werk on project after projet that involved not 
‘only my own creations but also а wide variety of 
popular, established el 

impressed, they had never expressed this sort of 
‘enraptured delight 


пасе and while surely 


“Yeah, sure," answered. “In fact, we had break- 
fast together just a few weeks ago at aconvention 
in Seattle. 


‘To be so close, een by proxy, to his newfound 
hero struck my questioner utterly silent, Nearby 
hiscomride Peter nodded knowingly and offered 
the only sesponseimaginable, "That is so co 


What else could possibly add to that? 


MATT WAGNER 
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For Ако SAKAL, 
NO SON COULD HAVE HAD A BETTER ROLE MODEL, 
AND FOR MATTHEW SAKAI, 
NO FATHER COULD BE MORE PROUD OF A SON, 
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Story Notes 


BELLS 

"There are three kinds of Japanese bells. Smaller 
bells are called sez, meaning "tool and refresh- 
ing.” They are round and holon, with tiny metal 
pellets inside. They give a clear ringing when they 
are moved. Kane are generally larger and "bell 
shaped.” They emit a inging when struck. Sizu 
are associated with Shinto shrines, while kine are 


connected with Buddhist templesand ceremonies, 
Thefirin,or wind bell, is bell-shaped with astriker 
suspended underneath, to which a rectangular 
cardboard is attached to catch the breeze. 


Chiliren, both boys and girls, often have tiny 
suzu attached to Чийг sashes 25 an omament 
Girls also wear them on their geta, or wooden 
clogs. Mothers attach them to stissors and other 
utensils, and cats and dogs wear them on their 
collars to tell heir owners wherethey are. Shinto 

during 
ey areattached to ropes over the 
offering boxes in shrines to attract the attention 
ofthe Lam. 


shrine maidens will shake clusters of th 


ritual dances. Th 


The larger kave ate found in temples. The tech- 
nique of making a good bell is dificult, and there 
were many famous belleasters, Though there 
are many dame throught 

the country, беге are only 
а few considered to late 
the ight elearand pleasant 
tone. They ar struck ጠ the 
exterior, always on the same 
эро, calle the alio, which is tradition- 
ally lotusshaped. They are rung slowly 
so that each rng sounds just ве 
precedingringfads aay. The 
bellat the Chion-in temple in 
Kyotois 18 feet high. Theone 

at the Daibutsu in Nan is 15 

fet high. The largest hell was at 


цэх 


Shitenji in Osaka, and нэх 26 feet high and cast 
In 1902, Iwas improperly сам, however, and was 
said not to give out any sound at all. Bells were 
also шей to announce tle time by their hourly 
ringing. Unfortunately, many temple bells were 
scrapped for their iron in WWII- 


formation for this stay came from Quaint 
Gastons and Manners of Japan by Mock Jy 
published cirea 1951 by The Tokyo News Service, 
Lad., Tokyo, Japan. 


te 


Кил THE GEISHU LORD! 

The wie of a Kagemusha was not unheard of in 
feudal Japan. The most famous double 
was wed by Takeda Shingen 
(152173), one ofthe three 
major lords during the 


time of war 


ап іг seat рес TOS пас ECO 
mended that his death be kept a secret for three 
‘The clan kept up the deception for two. 


seres of brilliant Shingen-like military campaigns 
by Takeda's son and brother. 


The 1980 Akira Kurosawa film Kagemusha was 
inspired by this impersonator 
and Tokugawa ከ3859 have formed an alliance 
against the Takeda clan, A condemned criminal 
is found to have an astonishing resemblance to 
Shingen ава is hired as an impersonator when 
the great lord is shot by a sniper and dies. The 
exthief must not only deceive the enemy, but 
also his own armies, family, and wives. After he ts 
Яг 
juries and it is discovered that he does not hav 
че familiar sears. The secret is out, and there 
is no more need for pretense. The impostor is 
dismissed, and Shingen's son Katsuyori becomes 
leader of te ç 


Oda Nobunaga 


thrown from his horse, the “lord” is examined for 


e orders an а 


thiefis drawn to the battlefield where he picks up 
‘fallen banner, advances upon the enemy, and is 
shot. He secs the clan flag floating upon the riy 
tries to reach it, and dies. 
رواد‎ 
Тик Prive Or THE SAMURAI 
їп 1603, Tokugawa Ieyasu was proclaimed 
shogun, or military dictator, а title his family 
would hold for the next two and a half centuries. 
Toyotomi Hideyoshi, the most serious threat to 
the Tokugawa, was defeatedin 1615 at the siege of 
Osaka Castle, The samurai became a standing 
army with no real enemies to fight, and so spiraled 
into а decline, in comparison 10 Ше risi 


— — "a 


Trade was becoming more important to 
the feudal economy. Coinage had been in 

y centuries, but Japan had bee 
primarily а barter economy based on rice. 
Hewever, lo keep growing cities supplied with 
food and goods from farther away required s less 
cumbersome system than rice. By 1600, gold and. 
silver coins were in wide ue. The n 


use for m 


A 


BERET AOR the wtricacies or Ппапсе, 99102. soon 
grew rich speculating in rice and making loans to 
the samurai. Turnbull cites one example of а 
samurai whose annual stipend was 300 kotu. (One 
koku was he amount of rice required to feed a man 
for a year — about five bushels.) This yearly 
stipend was equivalent to 75 ryo. But in a year, the 
samurai spent 38 Do on salaries, 10 for his horse 
12 for firewood, 18 for oil, ood, and other daily 
needs, and 30 for clothes and other expenses, for 3 
total of 108 rye. According to one estimate, by 
1700 the debts of the samurai class were one hun. 
‘dred times as great as aithe money in thecountry 
The poverty of some samurai forced them to se 
their swords, substituting them with bambod 
replicas or borrowing a patr from a friend to wear 
‘on duty. One way for a samurai to receive a large 
stipend was to advance in rank — very difficult fo 
а warrior to doin peacetime. He could also cake 
а part-time job such as making paper lanterns 
umbrellas, fishhooks, or toothoicks, ог raising 
crickets or vegetables. In Saga province, samura 


became farmers. Debtsidden samurai would even 
а merchant or townsperson’s son 
to raise the boy's class status. 


The martial arts gradually fell into neglect in favor 
of office work, as more and more warriors were 
trained as civil servants for peacetime, However 
they still wore their two swords on the job. 


It was not only the samurai who suffered, but 
n did aswell. A sword created by 
the smith Kiyomitsu Shichicmon could cost as 
much as one ои, Kiyemitsu was used to getting 
‘orders for twenty swords at one time. 
in just the space of two generations, his grandson 
‘Chobe! was forced to live in a poorhouse. Мапу 
from making 


many tradesm 


However, 


swordsmiths earned more mone 
pots and pans than swords, 


In 1871 the wearing of two swords became 
optional, and in 1876 it was banned except for 
members ofthe armed forces. 


Thu bal Of the] eken for this! story came 
from The Samurai: A Miltary History by Stephen 
Tumbul), 1977, Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc. 
New York 
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BIOGRAPHY 


Stan Sakai 


Stan Sakai with his son, Matthey, at Niagara Falls Photo by Sharon Saka. 


Stan Sakai was born in Koto, Japan, grew up in Накай, and now livesin California 
with his wife Sharon, and two children, Hannah and Mathew. Hereveived Fine 
ity of Hawai and furthered his studies at Art Center 


Arts degree kom the 


Collegeof Design in Pasadena, California, 


His creation, Usagi Yojimbo, first appeared in comics in 1984. Since then, Usagi 
has been on television as a guest of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and has 
been made into toys, seen on clothing, end featured in а series of graphic novel 
collections, 


In 1991, Stan created Space Usagi, a series dealing with samurai in a futuristic 


seting. featuring the adventures ofa descendant ofthe orignal Usagi 


Stan is also an award-vinning letterer for his workon Sergio Aragon 
эр 


2223 


Ман" Sunday newspaper trips and Usagi уйт. 
Stan is the recipient «Ға Parens Choice Award, n Inkpot Award, an A 
Library Association Award, a Harvey Award, four Spanish Hastur Awards, and. 
several Eisner Awards In 2003 he received the prestigious National Cartoonists 
‘Society Award in the Comic Book Division. 


Usaci Үолмво 


Books by Stan Sakai 


From Dark Horse Comics 
DarkHorse.com 


Воок 8: SHADES or DEATH 
Воок 9: Darsuo 

Book 10: THE BRINK or Lire AND DEATH 

Book и: SEASONS 

BOOK 12: GRASSCUTTER 

Book 13: GREY SHADOWS 

Book 14: DEMON MASK 

Book 15: Grasscurrer II — JOURNEY то ATSUTA SHRINE 
Book 16: THE SHROUDED Moon 

Book 17: DUEL ለ፲ KITANOJI 

BOOK 18: TRAVELS WITH JOTARO 

BOOK 19: FATHERS AND SONS 

Воок 20: GLIMPSES OF DEATH 

Воок 21: THE MOTHER OF MOUNTAINS 

Book 22: Томов Stony 

BOOK 23: BRIDGE OF TEARS 


Usact Үолмво: УОКАТ 


From Fantagraphics Books 
fantagraphics.com 


Book 1: THe Комм 
Book 2: SAMURAI 

BOOK 3: THE WANDERER'S ROAD 

Book 4: THE DRAGON BELLOW CONSPIRACY 
Book 5: Lone Солт AND Ки» 

Book 6: CIRCLES 
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Tn Fathers and Sons, world-renowned 
Storyteller Stan Зака adds à poignant 
turn to bis award-winning chronicle 
Of the adventures of Usagi Yojimbo 
Fue Дебър cie fir ack ија 
trials during his life as a samural 
but none 50 demanding as the on: 
ће now confronts. Hix travels with 
the Young Jotaro will come toa clos 


once they reach Kitanoji Temple, and 


Эк Ано SON CU Us Знаци with the клен 
that they might never meet again. 

Should He жемеді to his “nephew? 

о the (secret at has plagued his 

ана онаа dhe Journeys 

together? While Usagi! weikhs НЫ 

AUMASDER PUL desire to connect with Jotaro versus 
ADAPTATION OF SAMURAI LEGEND NOU AA КА kr kW a wa 
ТОЗАҚ НАТА cncounicrs with bounty. hunters 


slippery assassins, and the tenacious 
Neko Ninja — who are determined 
lo murder young Lord  Noriyüki 
Gallecting lides oN oe the 
Internsnonany! Scenic оопа 
series, this 19th book conclades with 
ane of the most affecting moments of 
Sakealislautied career. 


Stan sakai js the recipient or a Parents 
Cholce Award, an Inkpot Award, an 
American Library Association Award, 
а Harvey Award, four Spanish Haxtur 
Awards) and several Elsner Awards 
In 2003 те received the prestigious 
National Cartoonists Society Award in 
the Comic Book Division, 


SON Or ULIRON 
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